CONFUSION WORSE CONFOUNDED

officer was hurrying up from Dohuk with such police as he!
could gather. The mountaineers' wild career was now
stayed, and like schoolboys who have broken bounds, anti-
cipatory of dire consequences, but yet feeling that the " rag "
had been worth it they obeyed the angry master's orders,
and returned to the plains and British authority. The
Urmi men, feeling that they could do nothing by themselves,
had also drifted back; and Petros Agha himself, having
entirely lost his army, found that he and his " personal
staff " could' do nothing but follow their example. He
reported on arrival that he had not been able to do what he
intended, but he was sure that the Government would
be pleased* " because the moral effect upon the Kurds was
so extremely good I"*

As it happened Government was anything but pleased;
the whole expedition had failed, the money spent on it was
wasted, the problem that they had hoped solved was still
on their hands, and the Kiirds, whom it was most important
just then to keep quiet and contented, were all in a state of
entirely justifiable suspicion and wrath. How could they be
expected to believe that this was not what Government had
intended? Those responsible for the arrangements that
had broken down so utterly were, of course, furious, and
planned condign punishment for the guilty hilhnen; but
these were vetoed by the Political authorities, who peAaps
felt that, whatever the guilt of the men of Tyari, the blame

* Some of the heroes of this Odyssey retired into Mosul Gaol for

a while in consequence of it, and were still there at the
Easter. Then a pitiful petition was sent in on their behalf {or, at
least, on behalf of the " Old Churchmen " among them) to the e0ect:
" Please let those out for Easter who have been keeping their fast
so properly in prison. Never mind about the Protestants-~-&*y hays
been eating the good prison food and don't matter/*
Unfortunately, even this pathetic plea did not move the GaHkj
who then sat in the seat of authority! However, all were released
soon after.
Gaol has become, as a result of British rule, quite unpopular m
Mosul. You can no longer sit in the prison and take your ease tfceine,
sending out for your food and tobacco, as under the Turk. Instead,
you have to wear " an unbecoming frock " like the gentleman ia
the Bab ballads, and work on the roads. So " wearing the cap * is
disliked in Mosul, the more as it is no longer possible, when weary of
captivity, to hire a substitute to take your place there and mase up
t;he tale of captives I